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General Membership Meeting 

March 15, 2021 
 

Virtual Meeting, held via GoToMeeting.com 

 

MINUTES 
 

 

 

I. Call to Order- President Plunkett calls the meeting to order at 7:38 PM. 

Roll call of officers:  President Plunkett, V/P DeAndrade, EBM Hosbond, EBM Monnett 

and EBM Rufino all marked present. EBM Porter absent 

 

Determination of Quorum - 13 members present; 11 (5% of membership) needed for a 

quorum. Quorum established. 

 

Due to the nature of a virtual meeting, and to comply with both AFM and U.S. 

Department of Labor rules and regulations, President Plunkett asks for UNANIMOUS 

CONSENT TO WAIVE THE RIGHT TO A SECRET BALLOT FOR THE 

REMAINDER OF THE MEETING.  UNANIMOUS CONSENT IS GRANTED BY 

THOSE MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE. 

 

II. Secretary Report- Presentation of minutes from the December 7, 2020, meeting.  

Motion to accept minutes made by V/P DeAndrade.  2nd by EBM Monnett.  The motion 

passes unanimously. 

 

III. Treasurer’s Report- President Plunkett defers this to committee reports. 

 

IV. President’s Report-  

- Kingston Chamber Music Festival- President Plunkett reports that the 

KCMF has been placed on the AFM International Unfair List.  Several of 

the participating musicians, mostly members of Local 77 (Philadelphia),  

have had sanctions filed against them and are currently awaiting review by 

the International Executive Board  

- Newport Music Festival has a new director, Gillian Friedman Fox.  

President Plunkett is optimistic that Ms. Friedman Fox will work with the 
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Local in the future.  This summer the festival is planning a “presentation” 

model, using established ensembles, to save on rehearsal costs and to 

facilitate housing issues related to the Covid-19 pandemic.  As a result, 

there would be no advantage in trying to pursue an agreement in the short 

term. In future years the Festival may return to a “residency” model, with 

staff players in residence for the duration of the Festival.  President 

Plunkett and Local 9-535 President Pat Hollenbeck plan to meet with Ms. 

Friedman-Fox in August to discuss the Festival’s long-term plans. 

- MPTF funding- The local has received a generous allocation of MPTF 

money for the Fund’s next budget year, May 1, 2021 through April 30, 

2022.  Through July 31, MPTF will cover 100% of musician costs for 

streaming, community, MusicianFest, and educational projects.  Starting 

August 1, all projects, excluding MusicianFest, will revert to the typical 

50% funding structure.  The local has reached an agreement with ART 

payroll to handle payroll for projects.  There will be no cost to the local as 

MPTF will cover the payroll cost. 

- Pension Fund- The Butch Lewis Act passed and was signed into law by 

President Biden as part of the American Rescue Plan.  The act provides 

relief to multi-employer pension funds like the AFM-EPF.  It is expected 

that, as a result of the new legislation, the AFM-EPF will remain solvent 

for at least the next thirty years. 

 

V. Announcements - The local will hold its biennial election for officer positions, executive 

board positions and delegate positions in the fall.  U.S. Department of Labor rules and 

regulations require that an in person nomination meeting and election (if necessary) must 

be held. 

- Nomination meeting will be held on Tuesday September 28 at 7pm at Local 

headquarters, 172 Longfellow St., Providence.  A quorum is not required for the 

nomination meeting, but each candidate must have another member in good 

standing present to nominate them. 

- Election day (if needed) – Sunday, November 14, 10am-4pm 

 

 

VI. Communications- none 

 

VII. Committee Reports 

Finance Committee – Committee Chair Brother Peter Bodner reports that the Finance 

Committee has reviewed both the 4
th

 Quarter, 2020, financial report, as well as the 2020 

Annual Financial Report and recommends adoption of both.  He further states that despite 
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the loss of revenue due to the pandemic, the Local is in a strong enough financial position 

to survive until economic conditions improve. 

 

The 4
th

 Quarter report shows income of $6,943.65 and expenses of $10,301.37, leaving a 

net loss of -$3,357.72 for the fourth quarter.  VP DeAndrade moves to approve the 4
th

 

Quarter report.  EBM Hosbond seconds the motion.  The motion carries. 

  

The annual report for 2020 shows income of $61,120.90 and expenses of $52,920.04, 

leaving a net profit for the year of $8,200.86.  EBM Hosbond moves to approve the 

annual report.  VP DeAndrade seconds the motion.  The motion carries. 

 

Bylaws Committee- Committee Chair Brother Sandy Goredetsky reports that President 

Plunkett has submitted three new resolutions.  These resolutions will be introduced under 

new business. 

 

Golf Committee- V/P DeAndrade reports that Golf Tournament will be scheduled for 

September, 2021  

 

Cavalcade- V/P DeAndrade reports there are hopes for a Cavalcade in August, 2021. 

 He has spoken to the management team at Rhodes-on-the Pawtuxet and they have 

indicated that they already have some limited bookings in April.  However, capacity 

restrictions due to the pandemic would prevent us from holding a Cavalcade at this time. 

 

No other committees have business to report. 

 

VIII. Old Business- None 

 

IX. New Business- President Plunkett has 3 new resolutions to introduce. 

- Res. 2021-01- Rename the Health and Welfare Fund to “Dues Relief Fund”.  

This resolution is referred to the By-law Committee and also to the Member 

Services Committee. 

 

- Res. 2021-02- Incorporate work dues rates and pension contribution rates into the 

Local’s Bylaws.  (No changes in actual rates.)   

This resolution is referred to the By-law Committee. 

 

- Res. 2021-03- Update to wage scale.   

 List work dues rates and pension contribution rates from the By-laws in 

the wage scale. 

 Clarify Health and Welfare payment for electronic media. 

 New “Mall” scale. 

This resolution is referred to the Wage Scale Committee. 
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X. Good and Welfare-  

New England Musicians Relief Fund has grants available up to $1000.  Applicants must 

have earned 50% of their income from music performance or teaching in the prior two 

years. 

 

In Memoriam: 

 Nat Picirilli  (February 13) 

 Susan Thomas  (February 28) 

 

 

XI. Next meeting- Monday May 17, 2021 at 7:15pm 

 

XII. Adjournment - Motion to adjourn made by Brother Peter Bodner, 2nd by Brother Sandy 

Gorodetsky.  President Plunkett announces the meeting adjourned at 8:54 PM.   

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 
David Rufino, Executive Board Member 

 acting as Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

Approved:  

 

 

 

 

Attested:  


